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equal share, I compute the odds will be three or four to one
on their side, in any further scheme they may have towards
making their religion national. For I reckon, all those
gentlemen sent over from England, whatever religion they
profess, or have been educated in, to be of that party: Since
it is no mark of prudence, for any persons to oppose the
current of a nation, where they are in some sort only
sojourners, unless they have it in direction.

If there be any maxim in politics, not to be controlled, it
must be, the following: That those whose private interest is
united with the interest of their country, supposing them to
be of equal understanding with the rest of their neighbours,
will heartily wish, that the nation should thrive. Out of
these axe indubitably excepted all persons who are sent from
another kingdom, to be employed in places of profit or
power; because they can possibly bear no affection to the
place where they sojourn, even for life; their sole business
being to advance themselves, by following the advice of
their principals. I except, likewise, those persons who are
taken into offices, although natives of the land, because they
are greater gainers while they keep their offices, than they
could possibly be by mending the miserable condition of
their country.

I except, Thirdly, all hopers, who, by balancing accounts
with themselves, turn the scale on the same side; because
the strong expectation of a good certain salary, will out-
weigh the loss by bad rents, received out of lands in money-
less times.

If my lords, the bishops, who, I hear, are now employed
in a scheme for regulating the conduct and maintenance of
the inferior clergy, shall in their "wisdom and piety, and love
of the church, consent to this repeal of the Test, I have not
the least doubt, that the whole reverend body will cheerfully
submit to their spiritual fathers, of whose paternal tender-
ness for their welfare, they have already found so many
amazing instances.

I am not, therefore, under the least concern about the
clergy on this account. They will (for some time) be no
great sufferers by this repeal; because I cannot recollect
among all our sects, any one that gives latitude enough to
take the oaths required at an institution to a church-living;